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The dentifrices examined were Kolynos, Bestol, Colgate's Paste, Pepsodent and Pebeco. It was necessary, of course, to subject the samples to absolutely uniform tests as regards time, force or pressure, and rapidity of application. In order to accomplish these results, the apparatus shown in the accompanying illustrations was used.
The tests were applied to the cementum of freshly extracted teeth, which were kept moist throughout the experiment to avoid uneven drying. All the teeth were from the same patient, to ensure as far as possible equal densities of calcification to start with. The tooth was weighed in distilled water, firmly fastened to the cross-piece (T), brushed with the paste under consideration (P) for fifteen minutes, and then weighed again under the same conditions as at first. The cementum only was brushed and duplicate tests were made to ensure uniform surfaces. Freshly extracted teeth were used rather than ivory or bone, since teeth present the conditions actually involved in the inquiry. The results are recorded below: WEIGHT May 19, 1921. cxxxiii Before taking up this study it was thought advisable to obtain opinions from the several manufacturers concerning this subject. The quotations below are excerpts from the letters received from them. It may be interesting to compare their statements with the facts as obtained in our laboratory.
FIG. 1. DIAGRAM OF THE APPARATUS USED IN THE TESTS,
In making the tests, the two parts of the apparatus were brought together so that the tooth (T) was directly behind and in contact with the brush (P). The weight (W) attached to the sliding block (B) maintained a constant pressure of the tooth against the brush, which consisted of a felt cone that was revolved rapidly bythe motor (M).
PROCEEDINGS OF DENTAL SOCIETIES
Kolynos Company. "Should you care to visit our laboratories we will be very glad to explain the methods used, and also show you the actual results of using Kolynos on ivory cylinders. On one side of these ivory FiG. 1 cylinders is the abrasive action of Kolynos, and on the reverse that of any other dental cream. In all cases Kolynos showed less abrasive action than the others." CXXXV
